THOSE WHO KNOW GOD MUST EXERCISE DISCERNMENT

1 John 4:1-6

I. The Commission for Testing the Spirits (4:1)

A. Given to Believers (Beloved)

B. Guided by the (Holy) Spirit (3:24b)

II. The Command to Test the Spirits (4:1b)

A. Meaning of Spirits

1. The spirit behind the prophet who is speaking

2. The prophet himself, ‘spirit’ being a figure of speech

3. The message itself, ‘spirit’ being a figure of speech

B. Motivation for Testing

1. False Prophets

2. Full Influence (the world) see also verse 3b

III. The Concepts for Testing the Spirits (4:2-6)

A. The Incarnation of Christ (4:2-3)

1. 1 Corinthians 12:3, “Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.” (NKJV)
2. Matthew 16:15-17, “He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.”

B. The Implantation of Christ (4:4)

1. Romans 8:9, “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.”

C. The Inspiration of Christ (4:5-6)

1. 1 Corinthians 2:12-14, “These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.  But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”

