THOSE WHO KNOW GOD CAN BE EFFECTIVE IN PRAYER

1 John 5:14-16

I. Prayers that Identify with His Purposes (14-15)

A. He Leads us to ask Whatever He Wills

1. Romans 8:26, “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered”

2. John 15:4-5, “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing”
B. He Hears us in Whatever We Ask

C. He Responds to Whatever We Ask

1. John 15:7, “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you”
2. John's assurance on this point originates in his understanding of new life in Christ, the gift of eternal life, whereby we begin to abide, or remain, or continue to dwell in Him and He in us. When that is in place we know that our will and His are so interconnected that whatever pleases Him and satisfies His desires pleases and satisfies us as well.

II. Prayers that Intercede for His People

A. Concern Expressed in Intercessory Prayer for Struggling Believers

1. John speaks of two categories of people in these verses: those committing sin that does not lead to death (the ones for whom we are to pray) and those whose sin does lead to death.

2. John challenges you to pray for them, to take the privilege of access and the promise of effective prayer and engage in faithful, persistent intercession on their behalf because that agrees with God's heart and mind and will result in answered prayer as He gives them life in the name of His Son Jesus.

3. James 5:16, “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much”
4. Ephesians 4:16, “From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love”
B. Confidence Promised through Effective Prayer for Struggling Believers

1. “He shall ask and God will for him give life to those who commit sin not leading to death..." (5:16)

